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LENGTH OF TIME 
A student must attend for at least a half-day to be marked “present.” 

● Students must be in school 8:15am - 11:40pm to be considered present for the day.  
 
NO CREDIT 
Any student with more than four unexcused absences in a making term - or more than 12 unexcused absences for the school year 
- will receive a grade of “NC” (no credit, per BPS Policy). If the student otherwise earned a passing grade the following guideline 
applies:  

● If a student receives an “NC” for one or more marking terms, but does not exceed 12 unexcused absences for the school 
year, the “NC” will be converted at the end of the school year to the grade the student would have otherwise received.  

 
EXCUSED/UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
Students must bring in a note after each day they are absent.  

● The note must include the date absent, the reason for the absence, a phone number where a parent or guardian can be 
reached, and the parent or guardian’s signature.  

● The note must be received within ​seven​ school days after the absence. 
● Excused absences may include:  

○ An illness or injury. If the illness results in missing school for five or more days then a note from the health care 
provided should be attached to the parent letter.  

○ A death in the immediate family (parent, sibling, grandparent, aunt, uncle cousin)  
○ Court appearances  
○ Medical or psychological tests during tehs school day 
○ Cultural holidays and religious holy days 
○ Visit to specialized school placements 

● Unexcused absences may include: 
○ Family vacations 
○ Babysitting  
○ Cutting class  
○ Conflict with parent or caregiver schedule  

 
TRUANCY PREVENTION PROGRAM 
Any student that has three or more unexcused absences in a term or eight or more unexcused absences or tardies in a school year 
will receive a truancy prevention plan. A truancy prevention plan will include a variety of interventions to help identify the cause 
of the barrier to attending school and possible solutions for improving school attendance.  
 
For more information and to read the full attendance policy use this link ​Boston Public Schools Attendance Policy  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V3LGTl7_HCeo993vEAJ3v7QiYf_anidN-9dOQB8Ksw0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DsTSOsHOKRr0EVclmrrtWz1rT5aCzZScl5Hv9E9nQxs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10S8ovzH9tnlInjWhtpLj6vsIBb2FYxwO6C4AMwT_LT4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gXsnVrStEqfEanRnvLfD91OLZPGHgg_z4be4RYZTo0c/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_2q4wzcggu57RvFGv44EKOyhs5KG37GF3KFX6ag0e8Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1We1wR2jfMBvKYqGvuU-8vy7mOtvgKxSIhCBr1_N4AzE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B3uV5Tndvx1zWXVCc1dVYVlNNHc

